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Vincent van Gogh is among the
most famous painters in the history
of western art. More than a century
after his death, the painter's name is
recognized across the world. Of
interest not only to specialists, but
also to the widest imaginable audi-
ences, he is a phenomenon that has
exceeded the bounds of art history,
and taken on nearly cosmic propor-
tions.

Van Gogh's popularity rests in the
extraordinary power of his images.
His paintings and drawings have
retained an ability to renew them-
selves, looking fresh for each gener-
ation of admirers. Discover this for

yourself when you visit Van Gogh:
Face to Face, on view at the
Philadelphia Museum of Art from
October 22, 2000, to January 14,
2001.

Despite the impressive range of
investigation into van Gogh's life
and work, there had never been a
major museum exhibition devoted
exclusively to his portraits—the
aspect of his work that van Gogh
himself held most dear. It is, there-
fore, with particular pride and
delight that the Philadelphia
Museum of Art has joined with The
Detroit Institute of Arts and the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, to
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present this exhibition assembled
from public and private collections
around the world.

It is deeply thrilling to find our-
selves—and to be able to place our
audiences—face to face with van
Gogh's challenging and profoundly
moving portraits.
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